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BOOK NOTICES. 

Siidafrika. Eine Landes-, Volks- und Wirtschaftskunde. Von 
Prof. Dr. Siegfried Passarge. xii and 355 pp., 47 Illustrations, 34 
Maps, Diagrams, Bibliography, and Index. Quelle & Meyer, Leipzig, 1908. 

A geographical and cultural summary of South Africa by one of the German 
masters of geographical science. The book naturally differs much from Dr. Pas- 
sarge's great work on the Kalahari. He went to South Africa especially to make 
a thorough study of the Kalahari as a distinctive geographical unit in the south- 
ern part of the continent, and his large volume is the authoritative utterance on 
that region. At the same time, he had an opportunity to observe many parts of 
the various countries of South Africa and to get a first-hand view of their condi- 
tion and peoples. These personal observations, together with the material sup- 
plied by the works of the leading writers on South Africa (of which he prints a 
list on pp. 342-3), have been used in the preparation of the present volume. It 
Is intended for a wide circle of readers to whom it is to be commended as a well- 
arranged and superior delineation of the physical and cultural features of South 
Africa, a harmonious picture of the land and its inhabitants. 

All phases of the description show the clear insight and the discriminating 
selection of data which mark the geographical expert. The first four chapters 
relate to the geographical position and discovery of South Africa and its oro- 
graphical, hydrographical, and climatic conditions. Two chapters are given to 
its geological formations and their history, two to its flora and fauna, and seven 
to the highlands, lowlands, steppes, basins, folded mountains, and other physio- 
graphical features. After a discussion of the origin of the Kalahari and the prob- 
lem of climatic changes, eleven chapters (about half the book) are devoted to the 
cultural features and requirements and the inhabitants — communications, health 
conditions and minerals, a short sketch of South African history, distribution of 
races, physical and intellectual conditions of the native, foreign, and mixed races, 
South African languages, a general review of cultural conditions in the whole of 
Africa, the indigenous culture of the South African natives of to-day and of the 
prehistoric inhabitants, and European culture and influence. The Portuguese, 
German, and British colonies are then described, and the volume ends with a few 
pages on future development, the author taking the view that the native question 
is the greatest problem which confronts South Africa. 

The work is illuminative from beginning to end and is a very conspicuous 
addition to our resources for learning what is best worth knowing of the geog- 
raphy, natural wealth, peoples, and prospects, of the southern part of Africa. 
Its photographs, sketch maps, and profiles are excellent. 

L'Etna. By Giuseppe de Lorenzo. 154 pp., 150 Illustrations, and 3 
Tables. Istituto Italiano d'Arti Grafiche, Bergamo, 1907. (Price 5.50 lire.) 
One of the beautifully illustrated monographs in the "Italia Artistica" series. 
Each monograph is given to a single city or region. The handsomest of photo- 
graphic reproductions adorn every page or are spread out into folded panoramas. 
The letterpress is graphically descriptive and typography and paper help to make 
an attractive volume. In the present number, Mount Etna is described and pic- 
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